
Knowledge exchange 
As the climate warmed more people travelled, 
goods were exchanged as were ideas. The Neolithic 
is the time when people domesticated animals and 
crops, when they made pottery, had prismatic stone 
knives and polished stone hand axes.


Archaeological evidence shows the cave was never 
lived in all year round. Those who lived there from 
about 6000BC were pastoralists who kept their 
sheep and goats within the cave, possibly for safety. 
Maybe they used the cave in eel hunting season 
when the fish could have been smoked or dried; or 
only in the coldest months, when animals could not 
roam the pastures. Naturally after a few months a 
great deal of dung would have collected. When they 
moved on, this would dry and when the pastoralists 
returned they would burn the dung perhaps for 
warmth, or to make space, or to rid themselves of 
the insects that thrived on it.


Pottery began to be used for domestic ware also. 
They mixed the clay with ground limestone rock so it 
would not shatter when used for cooking. The 
people decorated their pots before firing them by 
pinching, incising and making impressions. It is 
possible that land was cultivated, but we need more 
studies to establish what and where. 
"........................


And then ... 
At some point about 4000 years ago regular use of 
the Big Cave for periodic habitation ceased. 
Perhaps because habitation in the stone built 
houses at Kopila with its commanding views of 
trading routes became more attractive economically 
or safer. We can not be sure.

What next ? 
So many questions to answer 

Thanks to the archaeologists we know a lot, but 
there is so much more to know. It is thought that the 
roof falls, creating or widening the two large holes, 
occurred at the end of the last ice age ca10,000BC 
as that is the date of the soil on which the large 
rock, thought to have fallen from the roof, rests. But 
we don't know for sure. We would like to know more 
about the burials we found and the rites and beliefs 
of the people. Also we need to dig deeper to find 
out who were the earliest inhabitants of Vela Spila. 


Opening Times 

Summer : Afternoons, ph +385 20 813 619 to check.


Other times, the key is available at the Tourist Office 
and Korkyra Hotel.


Please call tel:+385 20 813 619 for a guide.

Vela Spila 
See where our predecessors 
lived for over 20,000 years !

Mladen Juračič


At the height of the last ice age, about 20,000 years 
ago, the sea level was about 120m below its level 
today and so was about 22km away. Korčula only 
became an island about 10,000 years ago. 
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Then Korčula became an island  
As the climate warmed, the sea level rose by 3-4 metres 
within the average human life span of 30-40 years; the 
ice age hunters and gatherers would have keenly felt the 
changes to their lands. By 8,000BC it had reached about 
30m below where it is now, with Korčula as an island. As 
the plains animals disappeared to other areas, the diet of 
the inhabitants of Vela Spila changed to include snails 
and small mammals. From bones and shells found, we 
know people fished and collected shell fish and brought 
them back to the cave. They made holes in the shells, 
but we don't yet know if they hung them from cords or 
braided them into their hair. 

Humans inhabited the cave 
over 25,000 years ago 

The 'Big Cave' is an enormous, well lit cave which was 
inhabited by early humans from at least 20 thousand 
years ago until the Bronze Age some 4000 years ago.

There was no sea to be 
seen. 

When the cave was 
inhabited, at the height of 
the last ice age, the sea 
level was about 120m 
below its level today and 
so was about 22km away. 

The northern Adriatic 
was a grassy plain. 

It was a refugium for life 
during the ice age and 
Korčula a 500m high 
mountain; the climate was 
colder and drier, perhaps 
like Scandinavia today.

People were hunters. 

Animal bones found show 
that people hunted and 
ate red deer, ox, boar, ass, 
rabbit and birds. They 
would have gathered 
plants, berries, nuts and 
roots to eat also.

Overseas trade flourished. 

Finds of Italian flint indicate 
that people traded. A piece 
of volcanic rock placed in 
the emotional context of a 
child's grave (7,000BC) 
gives an idea of its value.

Some extraordinary finds 

Around 17,000 years ago an extraordinary event 
occurred. Someone discovered, probably by accident, 
that if clay was put in a fire, it became hard and would 
not return to mud when wet. Many figurines were made 
of animals and perhaps people. 


These figurines represent the oldest art objects in this 
part of the world. They were made for some 2,500 years 
- nothing else, no pots or cookware - and then the 
technology was forgotten and disappeared until ten 
thousand years later when pottery reappeared in the 
cave. This time it was mainly utilitarian.


